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Laboratory in a disk 

(57) An apparatus is described that includes an optical disk, adapted to be read by an optical reader, 
comprising a first sector having substantially self-contained assay means for localizing an analyte suspected 
of being in a sample to at least one, predetermined location in the first sector and a second sector containing 
control means for conducting the assay and analyte location information, with respect to one or more analytes 
suspected of being in a sample, accessible to the reader, wherein the presence or absence of the analyte at 
said location is determinable by the reader using the control means and the location information. Depending 
on the nature of the assay, the disk will include fluid storage means, fluid transfer means, such as one or more 
capillary ducts, valves, batteries, dialyzers, columns, filters, sources of electric fields, wires or other electrical 
conductive means such as metallic surface deposits and the like. 
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